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Community would suffer if cell tower fund were capped

Editor:

For too long, rural communities
have been subject to inferior wireless
service. What many people don’t real-
ize is that dropped calls are not just
an annoyance; they also have a nega-
tive impact on personal safety and our
community’s economic well-being.

In rural areas, people need to be
able to rely on wireless service to con-
nect with police and emergency ser-
vices in the event of an accident. Law
enforcement officers increasingly rely

on cell phones to communicate with
each other to keep information con-

fidential and keep their officers safe.

And in terms of economic develop-
ment, cell phone coverage is absolute-
ly paramount to bringing new business
to the area. s

The Federal Communications Com-
mission has a program called the Uni-
versal Service Fund to help improve
telephone and wireless service. In
rural areas around the country, this
fund helps companies erect cell
phone towers to improve service for

everyone.
- The FCC is talking about capping
this fund, which would mean that com-

. munities such as ours would miss out

on critical telecommunications tech-
nology that the rest of the state enjoys.
This is a bad idea for our rural areas
and the entire state.

The Universal Service Fund is impor-
tant to our state and needs to be pro-
tected.

Bryan Joiner
U.S. Cellular
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